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rised to convene a body to be called the General Assembly
of Australia, at any time and at any place within Your
Majesty's Australian dominions, which he might see fit to
appoint for the purpose. But we are of opinion that the
first convocation of that body should be postponed until
the Governor-General should have received from two or
more of the Australian Legislatures addresses requesting
him to exercise that power.1
We recommend that the General Assembly should con-
sist of the Governor-General and of a single 2 House to be
called the House of Delegates. The House of Delegates
should be composed of not less than twenty, nor of more
than thirty members. They should be elected by the
Legislatures of the different Australian Colonies. We sub-
join a schedule explanatory of the composition of this body;
that is, of the total number of delegates, and of the pro-
portion in which each Colony should contribute that number.
We think that Tour Majesty should be authorized to
establish provisionally, and in the first instance, all the rules
necessary for the election of the delegates, and for the
conduct of the business of the General Assembly, but that
it should be competent to that body to supersede any such
rules, and to substitute others, which substituted rules should
not, however, take effect until they had received Tour
Majesty's sanction.
We propose that the General Assembly should also have
the power of making laws for the alteration of the number
of delegates,3 or for the improvement in any other respect
of its own Constitution. But we think that no such law
1 It would have thus been in the power of two Colonies to compel the
establishment of the General Assembly. This was remedied in the federal
clauses of the Bill of 1850.
*  Mr. Gladstone at once noted this weak point in the Bill afterwards
drafted.  ' He felt that there must be great difficulty in working a federal
legislature, unless it was constituted upon the principle of a double
chamber.*   (Hans, ParL De&., 8rd Series, cv, p. 1130.)
*  Under this provision the Assembly might apparently have altered the
proportion of members returned by the different Colonies.